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The Image of the National Natural Science Foundation of China in the Scientific Community

He Guangxi'*® Shi Changhui' Xue Pin’ Zhao Yandong'
(1. Institute of Science, Technology and Society . Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development , Beijing 100038
2. Department of Sociology s Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732;
3. Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology s Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100081)

Abstract This study develops an indicator framework composed of overall image. management image and
performance image and measures the image of the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) in
the scientific community based on a sampling survey. Analysis shows that the image of NSFC in the scien-
tific community is rather successful. Firstly, for the general image, it is positive with good reputation and
gets identity and support from the scientific community. Secondly. for the management image. there is
widespread acceptance of NSFC’s executive power, credibility and affinity. Thirdly. in terms of the per-
formance image, NSFC’s performance in all aspects is generally highly valued by the scientific community.
Fourthly, through the longitudinal analysis this paper displays the changes of the image of NSFC, mean-
while the image difference between different groups in the scientific community were also analyzed. Lastly.
the paper puts forward some problems that should be paid attention to for the further improvement of the
image of NSFC.

Key words National Natural Science Foundation of China; general image; performance image; manage-
ment image



